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DETAILED ACTION

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b). by
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent

granted on ah application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the

applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section

351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States

only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2)

of such treaty in the English language.

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by

Klosterman (US 6,469,753).

Regarding claim 13, Klosterman discloses and electronic program guide (herein

after EPG) on an interactive television (see col 1 lines 19 - 24). Klosterman further

discloses the EPG includes at least one television channel listing (see 'DISN' and

'ESPN' in fig 6b) and at least one virtual channel web site listing 640 (see fig 6b and col

9 lines 19-34) displayed on an information panel (see fig 6b). It is noted that the

virtual channel is associated with a web page as selection of the virtual channel links to

the 'Seinfeld' web page (see col 9 lines 18 - 38). Klostemian further discloses the EPG

is accessible to receive a recording request by a user (see fig 5b) viewing the EPG to

cause recording of the content displayed (see fig 5b) on selected channel (NBC).



Application/Control Number: 09/839,630 Page 3

Art Unit: 261

1

Claim Rejections 35 USC § 103

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set

forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and

the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the

invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.

Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

Claims 1-12 and 14 - 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being

unpatentable over Klosterman et al (US 6,469,753) in view of Gotoh et al (US

6,314,235).

Regarding claim 1 , Klosterman discloses and electronic program guide (herein

after EPG) on an interactive television (see col 1 lines 19 - 24). Klosterman further

discloses the EPG includes at least one television channel (see 'DISN' and 'ESPN' in fig

6b) and at least one virtual channel 640 (see fig 6b and col 9 lines 19 - 34). It is noted

that the virtual channel is associated with a web page as selection of the virtual channel

links to the 'Seinfeld' web page (see col 9 lines 18 - 38).

Although Klosterman discloses enabling a user to access a graphics user

interface associated with the interactive television to record a program (see fig 5b),

Klosterman fails to disclose recording content associated with the virtual channel.

In analogous art, Gotoh teaches a system in which audio video data received

from the internet can be recorded (see col 16 lines 27 - 31).

It would have been obvious modifying Klosterman to include the claimed

recording content associated with the virtual channel i.e. intemet web pages would have
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provided a user with the ability to record web-pages enabling added flexibility in the

system by enabling a user to watch content from the virtual channel at time convenient

to the user. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art

the time the invention was made to modify Klosterman to include the claimed limitation

to enable recording of internet content thus providing the user with flexibility to view the

content at a time convenient to the user.

Regarding claim 2, the combination of Klosterman discloses the claimed

limitation, wherein Klosterman discloses receiving a user request to record content (see

fig 5b) and the combination of Klosterman and Gotoh discloses recording content

associated with at least one virtual channel (see claim 1 above).

Regarding claim 3. Klosterman discloses the user request is received at the

television (see fig 4b).

Regarding claim 4, the combination of Klosterman and Gotoh fails to disclose

wherein the user request is received via the television and sent to a web site associated

with the virtual channel.

Official Notice is taken it is well known to transmit a user request for the

recording or copying of content upstream to a server of headend to get authorization for

recording or copying to ensure copyright protection is enforced. Therefore, it would

have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was

made to modify the combination of Klostennan and Gotoh to include the claimed

limitation to enforce copyright protection.
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Regarding claim 5, tlie combination of Klosterman and Gotoh fails to disclose

wherein the content is recorded on a medium inside the television.

Official Notice is taken that providing a memory inside the television for recording

a program is well known to eliminate the need for an external memory. Therefore it

would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention

was made to modify the combination of Klosterman and Gotoh to include the claimed

limitation to eliminate the need for an external memory.

Regarding claim 6, Klosterman discloses a VCR for recording content (see fig 1

and 12). It is noted that the content is recorded on medium inside the peripheral VCR.

Regarding claims 7-9, the combination of Klosterman and Gotoh fails to

disclose wherein the user request selects a recording time listed on the program guide,

wherein the user request specifies a recording time not listed on the program guide and

wherein the user request specifies an immediate recording time.

Official notice is taken it is well known to provide a user with an option of having

the user select a recording time listed on the program guide, a user request specifies a

recording time not listed on the program guide and an immediate recording time to

provide a user with a variety of recording options for recording programs immediately, in

the near future or further away in the future. Therefore, it would have been obvious to

one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the

combination of Klosterman and Gotoh to include the claimed limitations to provide a

user with a variety of recording options adding greater flexibility to the system.
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Regarding claim 10, Klosterman discloses wherein the graphical user interface

is the program guide (see fig 6b).

Regarding claim 11. Klosterman discloses the graphical interface is the virtual

channel (see fig 6b and 6c). By selecting virtual channel 640 (fig 6b). graphical

interface of the virtual channel is displayed (see fig 6c and 6d).

Regarding claim 12, Klosterman discloses the graphical user interface is an

electronic program guide of the virtual channel (see fig 6b, 6c. 6d).

Regarding claim 14. Klosterman discloses and electronic program guide (herein

after EPG) on an interactive television (see col 1 lines 19 - 24). Klosterman further

discloses the EPG includes at least one television channel listing (see 'DISN' and

'ESPN' in fig 6b) and at least one virtual channel web site listing 640 (see fig 6b and col

9 lines 19 - 34). It is noted that the virtual channel is associated with a web page as

selection of the virtual channel links to the 'Seinfeld' web page (see col 9 lines 18 - 38).

Although Klosterman discloses enabling a user to access a graphics user

interface associated with the interactive television to record a program (see fig 5b).

Klosterman fails to disclose recording content requested from a web site.

In analogous art. Gotoh teaches a system in which audio video data received

from the internet can be recorded (see col 16 lines 27 - 31).

It would have been obvious modifying Klosterman to include the claimed

recording content associated with a web site i.e. internet web pages would have

provided a user with the ability to record web-pages enabling added flexibility in the

system by enabling a user to watch content from the virtual channel at time convenient
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to the user. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art

the time the invention was made to modify Klosterman to include the claimed limitation

to enable recording of internet content thus providing the user with flexibility to view the

content at a time convenient to the user.

Regarding claim 15, the combination of Klosterman and Gotoh fails to disclose

the claimed wherein the record select feature includes at least one pop-up menu.

Official Notice is taken that pop-menu's are a well known means for quickly and

effectively grasping a user's attention. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one

having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the

combination of Klosterman and Gotoh to include the claimed limitation to quickly and

effectively grasp the user's attention.

Regarding claims 16 and 17, Klosterman fails to disclose a remote control unit,

the remote control unit having an EPG button, when toggled, displays the ERG.

Official Notice is taken providing a EPG button on a remote is notoriously well

known to provide a quick means for identifying and selecting the EPG for display.

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time

the invention was made to modify Klosterman to include the claimed limitation to enable

quick identification and toggling of the EPG screen.

Regarding claim 18, Klosterman discloses wherein the EPG further comprises

at least one virtual channel indicator, the virtual channel indicator being associated with

a respective web site listing 640 (see fig 6b and col 9 lines 19 - 34).
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Regarding claim 19, Klosterman discloses a user can access the 'Seinfeld' web

page by selecting the virtual indication 640 in the EPG (see fig 6b and col 9 lines 19 -

34).

Regarding claim 20, Klosterman discloses an information panel displaying

information relevant to a channel on the program guide (see fig 5a and 5b).

Regarding claim 21, Klosterman discloses the EPG guide includes content from

at least one web server for displaying the 'Seinfeld' web page (see fig 6b and col 9

lines 19-34).

Regarding claim 22, Klosterman discloses the claimed at least one television

signal source (see distribution center 110 and service provider 140 in fig 1).

Regarding claim 23, Klosterman discloses an interactive television content

server (see 'distribution center' 110 and 'service provider* 140 for transmitting the

interactive guide content.

Regarding claim 24, Klosterman discloses the claimed wherein the record

select feature is the program guide (see fig 5b).

Regarding claim 25, as discussed above, the combination of Klosterman and

Gotoh discloses recording the virtual channel.

Regarding claim 26, Klosterman discloses wherein the record select feature is

selected from icons or text for featured programs (see fig 5b).

Claim 27 is met by the discussions above.
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Conclusion

The prior art made.of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to

applicant's disclosure.

Tomita et al (6,732,372) - Automatic reception / recording of programs

Istvan et al (2002/0060750) - Remote access to a synthetic channel page

Blake (2003/0031465)- Schedule system with enhanced recording capability

Imagaki (2001/003751 1 ) - Program recording and distribution system

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Vivek Srivastava whose telephone number is (703) 305-

4038. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9 am to 6 pm.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's

supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on (703) 305-4755. The fax phone number for

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306.

Infonmation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free).

Vs
3/19/05

VIVEK SRIVASTAVA

PRIMARY EXAMINER


